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Overview
• Introduce Sun River Health
• How did screening for Chagas come to us
• Describe our quality improvement 

project to screen OB patients at one SRH 
site

• Two recent cases



Sun River Health 

50
Health Center Locations

Across 3 diverse regions of New York, the 
Hudson Valley, New York City, and Long 
Island, providing comprehensive primary, 
behavioral and women’s health among 
other services.

250,000
Patient Population

60% of our patient population is on 
Medicaid, 49% have a primary language 
other than English and special populations 
include agricultural workers, homeless 
individuals, veterans, public housing 
individuals and others.

2,000
Staffing

Providers, Nurses, and Health Professionals are 
key in making Sun River Health a leader in 
providing comprehensive care to our patient 
population.

In the early 1970's a group of residents and 
religious leaders addressed the lack of appropriate 
health services in their community. In particular, a 
group of four women, fondly referred to as our 
founding mothers, spearheaded the efforts and 
have remained committed to the organization 
since its inception. 

From Left to Right: Willie Mae Jackson, Pearl Woods, Rev. 
Jeannette Phillips, Anne K. Nolon, Mary Woods.  



2001 SRH invited to join 
GeoSentinel to track 
Infectious diseases in our
immigrant population





GeoSentinel 
Data from Sun 

River Health
2001-2022

Chagas Disease – one case in 
Mexican immigrant who donated 
blood and was then informed of 
infection, came to us for treatment, 
significant heart disease



Quality Improvement Project
Presented to our QI council and approved January 2023

Importance of 
identifying and 

treating Chagas in 
our at-risk patients

Framing initiative 
as quality 

improvement, not 
research



Organizing our pilot

Choosing a site and 
cohort Putting together a team 

Training and educating 
team members and staff

Working with IT to create 
templates for EMR



Choosing 
a site and 
cohort

• Starting small as we design process
Small in 
number

• Patients from Chagas endemic areas
• Obstetric patients:  captured audience 

who come in regularly, patients who 
have health insurance, greater ease in 
tracking

Right 
population

• Impact on lives:  treating young mothers, 
treating babies, treating other family 
members, LOOKING FOR CHAGAS

Mission 
focus



Countries of Origin 
OB Patients 

SRH Brentwood Site, 
Long Island, NY

Informatic system 
review 1/9/2023

• El Salvador 63  (59%)
• Honduras 17  (16%)
• Ecuador 9    (8.4%)
• Colombia 6    (5.6%)
• DR 3    (2.8%)
• Peru 2    (1.8%)
• Mexico 2    (1.8%)
• Chile 2    (1.8%)
• USA 3    (2.8%)



Our Team 

Nancy Piper Jenks, MS, CFNP, MFTM RCPS (Glasg), FAANP
Quratulain Zeeshan, MD, Quality Medical Director WH
Aarathi Nagaraja, MD, CPH, Medical Director HIV/Hep C 
Vasanthi Arumugam, MD, Infectious Diseases
Marianne Boyce, RN, VP Infection Prevention, Lab Services
Roberta Kelly, FNP-BC, CIC, Chief Nursing Officer, SVP
Carlos Ortiz, Deputy Chief Operating Officer
Amanda Ascher, MD, CMO
Rachel Barnett, Program Director



Organization of 
pilot

(January 2023)

Guidance from experts

Training/educating staff 

Creating protocols for screening and tracking

Working with IT to create EMR templates for 
Chagas screening

Organizing system to bring in family members 
and spouses of patients for screening



Screening
Pregnant women at our Brentwood 
site beginning July 2023



Case presentations



Case 1

March 2016

23-year-old woman from Honduras presents 
to our health center for prenatal care

P2011  Has an 8-year-old child

Has been in USA for 10 months



1



April 2016

1



Case 1

Normal delivery October 2016 
7.3 pound baby; apgars 8/9

March 2020 – COVID-19 infection

March 2022 – ER visit for numbness in face 
and extremities, chest pain and 
palpitations.  Negative work up at ER 
Referred to cardiology, normal ECG, ECHO.  
Neuro symptoms resolved



Case 1

February 2023

Pt returns to health center for 
prenatal care

P3012



Case 1 • July 2023 Patient is 
screened for T Cruzi AB, 
sent to commercial lab



July 2023

1



Case 1

1

Commercial serology 
positive 7/2023
2 tubes of whole blood 
and serum sent to NYS 
DOH Wadsworth 10/2023 



October 
2023

1



1

Case 1



Case 1 September 2023

delivered healthy baby girl

January 2024

follow up with cardiologist 
from previous visits



November 2023

1







Case 2

33 year old patient from El Salvador

2015 Arrived USA

2015: CPE at center, family history: father died age 
50 cardiac disease, cardiomegaly, uncle with same 
illness

2/2017: +pregnancy test, delivered healthy baby 
9/2017 C-sec

2/2020:  + pregnancy; 

4/2020 COVID-19 infection, 

8/2020 delivered a healthy baby 

C-section



Case 2

•11/2022: + pregnancy test
•2023:  Tested as part of 
our screening for T Cruzi



2



2

Whole blood and serum sent 
to Wadsworth



2



2



2



Take home 
points

Start small with screening initiatives in order to 
organize processStart

Consider costs associated with screening, prenatal and 
pediatric patients have benefit of insuranceConsider

Take advantage of tremendous resource networks and 
individuals to support Chagas screening and treatmentTake

LOOK for Chagas LOOK



Questions??
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