


     









           Principal Investigator
Voelcker Fund Young Investigator Award on Basic and Translational Science

Step 1 Pre-Proposal Application Cover Pages  
Send your complete application package (see page 2) to:

Emily Harrison Liljenwall, Max and Minnie Tomerlin Voelcker Fund, 

153 Treeline Park, San Antonio, TX  78209
Complete application packages must be received by December 7, 2018 4:00pm CST.

Project Title: (Maximum 75 characters)       
Disease Area: (choose one or more areas from the Disease of interest to the Voelcker Fund i.e. cancer, heart disease, arthritis, muscular dystrophy, retinitis and/or macular degeneration of the retina)       
Principal Investigator:  Full Name, Degree(s):       
Current Appointment Title (e.g., Instructor, Assistant Professor):      
Additional Current Job Title(s) (if any):      
Institution:      
Department:      
Street Address:      
City, State, Zip Code:      
Telephone:      
Fax:      
E-mail:      
Completion Date of Most Recent Fellowship:      
First Faculty-level Appointment Title (e.g., Instructor or Assistant Professor):      
First Faculty-level Appointment Date:      



Institution:      
All full-time post-fellowship Instructor-level positions will be considered full-time faculty-level appointments.

Citizen of what country:      
Permanent resident of what country-documentation must be provided:      
Signature__________________________________________________
Date Submitted___________________

TENURE INFORMATION:

Does your institution offer tenure?      
  If yes, are you on the tenure-track?      
  If yes, do you have tenure?      


     









           Principal Investigator
GRANTS AND CONTRACTS OFFICIAL TO NOTIFY IF AWARDED:

Full Name: Chris G. Green, CPA
Institution Name: The University of Texas Health Science Center at San Antonio
Title: Senior Director
Department: Office of Sponsored Programs
Street Address: 7703 Floyd Curl Drive, MC 7828
City, State, Zip Code: San Antonio, TX  78229-3900
Telephone: 210-567-2340
Fax: 210-567-8107
E-mail: grants@uthscsa.edu
Initial to acknowledge that the investigator has a full-time faculty-level appointment at your institution.

Signature _____________________________________________________

Date Submitted __________________

MENTOR INFORMATION:

Provide the following information for the mentor(s) who have submitted a letter of recommendation as part of this application package. Do NOT include information on mentors who have not submitted a letter.

Mentor 1:

Full Name, Degree      
Title(s):      
Institution:      
Department:      
Mentor 2:

Full Name, Degree      
Title(s):      
Institution:       
Department:      
FORMATTING INSTRUCTIONS FOR PRE-PROPOSAL RESEARCH PLAN


Font: Use 11 or 12-point font size throughout unless noted otherwise. 

Page Margins: Page margins should not be smaller than 0.5 inches on all sides, subject to preset format.

Page Limits: Do not exceed the pages limits stated for each section.

Appendices: Do not attach any additional materials except as allowed.

Pre-proposals should include:  (1) This cover form: (2) A 2-page description of the proposed Project; and (3) a Letter of support from a Mentor; and (4)NIH Biosketch and Other Support using the NIH biosketch (nonfellowship) format downloadable at: https://grants.nih.gov/grants/forms/biosketch.htm
Applications that do not meet the page limits (including letters) and formatting instructions will not be accepted. 

Pre-proposals must be submitted by November 9, 2018 to the Office of the VP for Research at VPR@uthscsa.edu.  Submit the NIH biosketch/other support and proposed research project in a word file (.doc); all other required items may be submitted in .pdf format.  Feedback will be provided to the applicants before submission to the Voelcker Fund by the VPR Office (December 7, 2018). 
Timeline 

November 9, 2018      Pre-Proposals due to the VPR Office for review
December 7, 2018      Pre-Proposals due to the Voelcker Fund
                                 (all proposals will be submitted by the VPR Office)
January 16, 2019        Finalists invited to submit full proposals
February 21, 2019      Proposals due
                                 (all proposals will be submitted by the VPR Office)
June 1, 2019              Funding Decisions Announced
June 30, 2019            Awards Funded

Please contact the Office of the VP for Research or your normal proposal reviewer in Office of Sponsored Programs with any questions. 

http://research.uthscsa.edu/osp/forms/ProposalAssignments.xls 

Answers to Frequently Asked Questions When Submitting 

Step One Application 
How rigid is the date for submitting Step One Applications?

Step One Applications will NOT be accepted after December 7, 2018. 

How serious are you about the page limit on the brief research description?

The brief research description MUST be kept to 2 pages and organized as required and standard 11 or 12 point font should be used with 0.5 inch or larger margins. 
What level of assistant professor is eligible for the Young Investigator award?

Any level of assistant professor is eligible.  If your title is different but is still truly equivalent to an assistant professorship, you are eligible for the award.  While any faculty member with an appointment as a tenure track Assistant Professor or the equivalent is eligible to apply, in most cases preference will be given to individuals who are no more than 15 years post their Ph.D. or M.D. degrees. 

I am in the process of applying for permanent residency in the United States.  Am I eligible for this award?

No.  Application candidates must have their (green card( in hand or their current passport stamped with a red I-551 stamp.
I have applied for permanent residency in the United States but have not received my Green Card.  Am I eligible for this award?

Only if your current passport is stamped with a red I-551 stamp are you eligible for this award.
I do not have a tenure track position.  Am I eligible for the Young Investigator award?

Possibly.  Exceptions are made for departments/institutions that do not offer tenure to anyone at any level, a common situation in clinical departments at many universities.  Applications from institutions that do not offer tenure must demonstrate a strong institutional commitment, which should be stated in the department head’s letter.

What level of assistant professor is eligible for the Young Investigator award?

Any level of assistant professor is eligible.  If your title is different but is still truly equivalent to an assistant professorship, you are eligible for the award.  While any faculty member with an appointment as a tenure track Assistant Professor or the equivalent is eligible to apply, in most cases preference will be given to individuals who are no more than 15 years post their Ph.D. or M.D. degrees. 

Can I spend less than 50% time on research and still be eligible for the award?

To be competitive for research awards and especially for developing a career in research, candidates should be spending at least 50% of their time conducting research.  The 50% time includes all time conducting research not just work on the proposed work for the award.  Physician-scientists conducting research on human subjects may be able to count some for their time devoted to patient care towards research time, if diseases of the patients in their clinical practice overlap with the human subjects in the research protocol. An exception to this requirement was made in one instance for a surgeon who spent 40% effort on research because of surgical responsibilities.
Should budget information be included in the Step One Application, and will indirect costs allowed in the final budget request?

Budget details are not required for the Step One Application. However, applicants should propose research that is amendable to be completion within the $450,000 3-year budget provided by these awards.  No indirect costs may be charged against the grant.  The grant will provide a 10% administration fee.

Should I include references in the 2-page project description, and can I use abbreviations?

References are not required, but, if desired, a few references can be included as footnotes in 9 point font.  Abbreviations should be limited and, if used, defined in the text.
I have two mentors.  Can my mentors both write a letter of support?

If you have multiple mentors, you may use one of the following options:  Have your mentors write a joint letter; have two mentors each write a one-page letter; or select one mentor to write a two-page letter.  Whichever option you choose, the total number of pages devoted to mentor letters must not exceed two.

Are grantees permitted to have other simultaneous funding for example from the National Institutes of Health or another foundation?

Yes, but it may not overlap with this award.
When will I be notified as to whether I have been selected as a finalist? Will Step One applicants receive any critiques or detailed feedback on their preproposals?
No critiques or detailed feedback will be provided. All Step One applicants will be notified by January 16, 2019 if they have been selected to submit a Step Two full application. Instructions and forms for submitting Step Two applications are posted on the website (www.voelckerfund.org) under Grantseekers and will be emailed to each advancing candidate. 
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