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Optional Practical Training (OPT) Overview

What is OPT?

|t is a work authorization benefit to allow for practical work
experience in your field of study.

*You may apply for OPT once for each degree level.
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Optional Practical Training (OPT) Overview

Three types of OPT

* Pre-completion OPT: before graduation
= Part-time employment during school year and full-time during school breaks.
n Empl_ogment must be in the area of academic major and may be paid or
unpaid.
 Post-completion OPT: after graduation
=  Must be employed at least 20 hours per week in the area of academic major
u Emplpgment must be in the area of academic major and may be paid or
unpaid.
e 24-month STEM extension: after initial OPT for STEM majors
(Science, Technology, Engineering, and Mathematics).
= Different job requirements as compared to post-completion OPT
=  Employer must be part of the E-Verify program

Student must submit I-983 training plan signed by both student and
employer

San Antonio
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Types of Employment Allowed

All OPT employment must be in a job that is related to your
academic major.

You must be employed for at least 20 hours per week.

e Paid Employment
=  Multiple employers
=  Work for hire
=  Self-employed business owner
= Employment through an agency

 Unpaid Employment (volunteers, unpaid interns)
= Must not violate labor laws
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When should you apply for OPT?

The earlier, the better!

No more than 90 days before your program end date and up to 60
days after your program end date.

STEM OPT extension: no earlier than 90 days and no later than 60
days from the date the DSO recommended the STEM OPT in SEVIS.
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When is your program end date for the
purposes of OPT?

Three Options:
= Thesis/Dissertation Defense date

= End date of last semester of academic studies/research to
complete degree/certificate
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OPT Application Process Overview

Attend
mandatory
advising
session

Submit a

complete
OPT
packet to
OIS

oIS
advisor
will review
OPT
packet in
5to 10
working
days

y

oIS
Advisor
will issue
a new
form 1-20
for OPT.
You must
come to
OIS to pick
up your
new I-20
form.

You will mail
the OPT
application
packet to
USCIS.

USCIS will
review and
adjudicate
your
request -
on
average, it
takes
around 90
days.

If your
request is
approved,
USCIS will
mail out
your EAD
card to

you.

O

Report
any work
and
address
changes
in SEVP
portal
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lT Health

Optional Practical Training Guide
Fel Students wishing to apply for Optional Practical Training (OFT) should read this suide and follow the instructions carsfully. This
guide will exglain eligibility for OFT and what procedurss need to be followed to apply for and obtain OFT.

If vou have questions or concerns after reviewing this packet, please call the Office of International Services (OIS) at 2105676241 to
schadule an sppointment with an Iaternational Services Represantative. An appointment is not necestasy if you do not have questions
but would like to submit vour application.

WHAT I8 OPT?

Optional Practical Training is defined as “temposary employment for practical training dizectly related to the student’s major area of study.”
It allows for work authorization geanted by U S, Citizenship and Immigeation Services (USCIS) for up to 12 meonths per degree level, for the
puspose of gaining practical experience directly related to their prozram of study. An Bl studane who has maintzined lawful Fo1 wisa status
for at least one acadamic year is eligible to apply for OFT. OFT may be granted befors or after completion of a program of study; howaver,
limitations apply.

HOW LONG IS OPT WORK AUTHORIZATION?

The maximum ameount of time for which OFT may be granted is 12 months fulltime per dezres level. This means if you have previously
completad a Bachelor's desree and used 12 months of OFT and subsequently comgplate a Master’s degree, you may apply for another 12
months of OFT. If you completad two haster’s desrees you will only recetve one 1 2-month period of OFT. Farttime precomplation OFT is
deducted from the torl OFT period at half rate. For exampla, if you work paretime using precompletion OFT for 6 months, you will have
used 3 months of your total available OFT work authorization.

WHEN SHOULD AN F-1 STUDENT AFFLY FOR POST-COMFLETION OFT?

Students applying for postcompletion OFT may zpply for and submis their OPT applications to UUSCIS as early a5 20 days before the
program end date indicatad on the I20 form and MO LATER THAN 60 days after the program end data. OFT applications must be
received by TUSCIS no later than 60 days from this 120 end date. Late applications will be rejectad by USCIS. Also, USCIS must recaive
your application for postcompletion OFT within 30 days of the postcompletion OFT recommendation issusd by your OIS Internaticnal
Services Representative on your 120 form. The USCIS may grant a later stast date for OFT than you criginally requested depending upon
the timing of the processing of the application.

WHEN I8 MY PROGEAM END DATE!

Your program end date can be:
»  Thasis/dissertation defense date
®  Official end date of the samestar in which you will completa your degree requirements (whether it be course requirements or

thesis/ dissertation)

Thera is some flexibility in datermining your program end date depending on the type of program in which you are comglating. If you have
additional questions about this, please contact your International Services Representative.

HOW LONG WILL IT TAKE FOR MY OPT REQUEST TO BE AFPROVED!

OIS requires 5-7 business days to process your I-20 form recommending OFT. USCIS takes approximately 30100 days to approve your OFT
and mail you 2n Employment Autherization Document (EAD) card. If your Form L7635, Application for Employment Authosization, has
been pending more than 75 days, you may contact the National Customer Szevice Center (MMCSC) ar 1-800-375-5283 and ask that they create
a service request. The NCSC will route the service raquest to the appropriate office for review. Flease have your receipt number ready when
contacting the NCSC.

OFFICE OF INTERNATIONAL SERVICES

opd Cusl Drive | San Antonio, 78119-3300

sdu

Wersion 12/2017 - Page 1 of 6§

http://uthscsa.edu/ois

F-1 students:
OPT Training Guide
OPT Reporting form
OPT STEM packet

o
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http://uthscsa.edu/ois

A) OPT RECOMMENDATION FORM: (TO BE COMFLETED BY THE INTERNATIONAL STUDENT)

MName:

Raguestad OFT Start Date

Personal E-mail:

End Date: Fulltime

Parttime

Please be aware it can take USCIS up to 90100 days to issue the OFT EAD and vou will not be able to work until vou receive the EAD card

1 am requesting the following:

Pracompletion OFT - OFT will take place pricr to completion of 2ll my degree requirements. Flease indicate

(2)3NA) in question 216 of Form 1765

Fostcomglation OFT - OFT will take place after | have completed all of my degree requirements. Flease indicate

(M3NB) in question =16 of Form 1763

Signaturs:

Date:

B) THIS SECTION TO BE COMFLETED AND SIGNED BY STUDENT'S ACADEMIC ADVISOR OR EQUIVALENT
(UNDERGRADUATE STUDENTS), CHAIR OF COMMITTEE ON GRADUATE STUDIES (GRADUATE STUDENTES) OR
PROGERAM DIRECTOR (PROFESSIONAL STUDENTS/DENTAL RESIDENTS/INTERINS)

The student referencad abowve is applying for peemission to apply for OFT an employment authosization from the Unired Stares
Citizenship and Immigration Services (USCIS). OFT is for employment in a job related to the student’s major field of study and is
intended to provide practical experienca. Authorization for OPT is first officially recommended by a Designated School Official, {ie. an
International Services Reprasentative) and then approved by the USCIE.

Before this authorization can be granted, OIS must have a statement from the student’s Academic Unit indicating the date of completion
of the smudent’s desres requisements Flaazz note that the date of comgpletion i= not nscessasily the end of the term or the zraduation
dare, but is the dare on which zll requirements for the desres have been fulfilled. For studenes ensolled in a program thar requires a thesis
or a dissertation, they can choose either the thesiz or diszartation defense dare or the end dare of the semester in which they sraduate. Keep
in mind that the student cannot continue any on-campus employment after this updated 120 program end date. Previous versions of the I-
20 will no longes be valid for 19 werk autherization purposes.

Plaase completa this form and retuen it to the student. If you have any guestions, please do not hesitats to contactan International Services
Representative at 210-567-6241 or international@uthecsa adu_

Type of degree or certificate expacted: B3 M3

Othes-

FhD Major

Date the student will comgplate academic requirements to obtain degree/cartificate (MM DD/YYYY):

This data represents:

(please chack one)

Iastars, PhD Dissertarion, Thesis Defense Date

End date of Last Semester of Academic Studies/Rasearch to Complete Degree/Cartificate

Title:

Doate:

Phone:

OPT Recommendation Form

Top section is completed by the
student.

REQUEST DATES: Be sure to consult
with your advisor if you have any
questions.

For post-completion OPT, your start
date should be after you have
completed all program requirements

-Not earlier than one day after
program end date.

-Not more than 60 days after
program end date.

Bottom section is completed by the
academic program.

We cannot process an OPT request
without the student’s signature and
the appropriate signature from the

academic program.
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Application For Employment Authorization USCIS

Form I-765
Department of Homeland Security OMB No. 1615-0040
U.S. Citizenship and Immigration Services Expires 05/31/2020

[ Authorization/Extension Fee Stamp
Valid From

E [ Authorization/Extension
s Valid Through
USCIS

Use

Action Block

Alien Registration Number — A-

Remarks

Board of Immigration Appeals (BIA)- is attached.
accredited representative (if anv).

To be completed by an attorney or [] Select this box if Form G-238 | Attorney or Accredited Representative

USCIS Online Account Number (if any)

» START HERE - Type or print in black ink.

Part 1. Reason for Applying

I am applying for (select only one box):
l.a. [ | Initial permission to accept employment.

Lb. [] Replacement of lost, stolen, or damaged employment
authorization document, or correction of my
employment authorization document NOT DUE to
1.5, Citizenship and Immigration Services (USCIS)

error.

NOTE: Replacement (correction) of an employment
authorization document due to USCIS error does not
require a new Form I-765 and filing fee. Referto
Replacement for Card Error in the What is the
Filing Fee section of the Form 1-765 Instructions for
further details.

Le. [7] Renewal of my permission to accept employment.
(Attach a copy of your previous employment
authorization document.)

Part 2. Information About You |

Your Full Legal Name
l.a. Family Name | |
(Last Name)

1b. Given Name |
(First Name)

l.e. Middle Name | |

Other Names Used

Provide all other names you have ever used, including aliases,
maiden name, and nicknames. If you need extra space to
complete this section, use the space provided in Part 6.

Additional Information.

2.a. Family Name | |
(Last Name)

2.b. Given Name |
(First Name)

Ze. Middie Name | |

3.a. Family Name | |
(Last Name)

3.b. Given Name |
(First Name)

3. Middle Name | |

4.a. Family Name | |
(Last Name)

4.b. Given Name |
(First Name)

4c. Middie Name | |

Form I-765 03/31/18

Page 1of7

Form |-765 Application for
Employment Authorization

http://uUscis.gov

27. Use the right code for the type of
OPT you are requesting.

The form must have a recent signature.
USCIS will not accept applications that
have a signature dated more than 30
days before the petition is received.
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http://uscis.gov/

e-Notification of Application/Petition Acceptance

Department of Homeland Security USCIS
U.8. Citizenship and Immigration Services Form G-1145

[What Is the Purpose of This Form?

Use this form to request an electronic notification (e-Notification) when U.S. Citizenship and Immigration Services accepls your
imimigration application. This service is available for applications filed at a USCIS Lockbox facility.

[General Information

Complete the information below and clip this form to the first page of your application package. You will receive one e-mail and/or
text message for each form you are filing.

We will send the e-Notification within 24 hours after we aceept your application. Domestic customers will recerve an e-mail and/or
text message; overseas customers will only receive an e-mail. Undeliverable e-Notifications cannot be resent.

The e-mail or text message will display your receipt number and tell you how to get updated case status information. It will not
include any personal information. The e-Notification does not grant any type of status or benefit: rather it is provided as a
convenience to customers,

USCIS will also mail you a receipt notice (1-797C), which you will receive within 10 days after your application has been accepted;
use this notice as proof of your pending application or petition.

[USCIS Privacy Act Statement

AUTHORITIES: The information requested on this form is collected pursuant to section 103(a) of the Immigration and Nationality
Act, as amended INA section 101, et seq.

PURPOSE: The primary purpose for providing the information on this form is to request an electronic notification when USCIS
accepts immigration form. The information you provide will be used to send you a text and/or email message.

DISCLOSURE: The information you provide is voluntary. However, failure to provide the requested information may prevent
USCIS from providing you a text and/or email message receipting your immigration form.

ROUTINE USES: The information provided on this form will be used by and disclosed to DHS personnel and contractors in
accordance with approved routine uses, as described in the associated published system of records notices [DHS/USCIS-007 -

ion S WLISCIS = Alien Fi =Fi N ] 218}, which can be found at
www.dhs.gov/privacy]. The information may also be made available, as appropriate for law enforcement purposes or in the inferest
of national security.

Complete this form and clip it on top of the first page of your immigration form(s).

Applicant/Petitioner Full Last Name Applicant/Petitioner Full First Name Applicant/Petitioner Full Middle Name
Email Address Mobile Phone Number (Text Message)
Form G-1145 0926/14 Y Page 1 of 1

Form G-1145 e-Notification
of Application

USCIS will notify you via text message
and/or e-mail when they have accepted
your petition.

This notification does not grant
employment authorization.

You will receive a number to check the
status of your application via the USCIS
website: http://uscis.gov
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http://uscis.gov/

Two identical passport style photos

2 Ih—————— The picture must be taken within the
= _ last 30 days from the date your
' application is submitted to USCIS.

1inch o 198 nch

Lightly print in pencil or felt pen your
name & I-94 number on the back of
each picture.

118 inch to 198 inch

T L 4
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Copies of immigration
documents

Submit clear copies of your immigration
documents (No double-sided copies).
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@ u.s. Custc_ms and Border Protection

Visa stamp: ONLY submit a copy of
your latest F-1 visa stamp

- 194 record or 1-94 card (from last
entry to U.S.): copies of front and
back or https://i94.cbp.dhs.gov

SMHFFHF America’s Borders
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Details provided on Admission (I-84) form:
FA35T344

" PORTLAMD STATE UNMIVERSITY

Family Hame:

First (Given) Name:

Birth Date (MMDDYYYY):
Passport Humber:

Passport Country of Issuance:;
Date of Entry (MM/DDYYYY):
Class of Admission:

000000000 00
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https://i94.cbp.dhs.gov

Department of Homeland Security 120, Certificate of Eligibility for Nonimmigrant Student Status

U.S. Immigration and Customs Enforcement OMB NO. 1653-0038

SEVIS ID: N0004705512

SURNAME/PRIMARY NAME GIVEN NAME CLASS

Doe Smith Jahn

PREFERRED NAME PASSPORT NAME 1 1 1
Copies of all previously issued
COUNTRY OF BIRTH COUNTRY OF CITIZENSHIP

-
UNITED KINGDOM UNITED EINGDOM Form | 20
DATE OF BIRTH ADMISSION NUMBER

01 JRHUREY 1080

ACADEMIC AND
FORM ISSUE REASON LEGACY NAME LANGUAGE
INITIAL ATTENDAMCE Jahn Doe-Smith
SCHOOL INFORMATION

SCHOOL NAME SCHOOL ADDRESS

SEVP School for Advanced SEVIS Studies 9002 Nancy Lane,Ft. Washington,MD 20744

SEVF School for Advanced SEVIS Studies

SCHOOL OFFICIAL TO CONTACT UPON ARRIVAL SCHOOL CODE AND APPROVAL DATE H H

fclene kapertson | o AL214E444 04000 Submit copies of all I-20 forms you
PDE0 03 AFRIL 2015 :

PROGRAM OF STUDY were ever issued.

EDUCATION LEVEL MAJOR 1 MAJOR 2 -t -t -t .

DOCTORRTE Econemics, General 45.0601 Hone 00.0000 |f y f d f y
NORMAL PROGRAM LENGTH FROGRAM ENGLISH PROFICIENCY EMNGLISH PROFICIENCY NOTES O u a re a ra nS er S u e n ’ Or I O u
72 Menths Regquired Student is praficient h Id F_l 1 h p y
FROGRAM START DATE FROGRAM END DATE eve r e Stat u S I n t e a St’ O u

01 SEPTEMEER 2015 31 MAY 2021 b H H f h F |_2O
O must submit copies of those Form
ESTIMATED AVERAGE COSTS FOR: 9 MONTHS STUDENT'S FUNDING FOR: 9 MONTHS I I

Tuitieon and Fees § 23,000 rPersonal Funds 3 3, 000 aS We

Living Expenses g 6,000 Scholarship and Teaching Assistantship § 29,000

Expenses of Dependents (1) g 3,000 Funds From Another Sauroe 5

other 5 On-Campus Employment 5

TOTAL 5 32,000 TOTAL § 32,000

giﬂ:;‘ffn begine B/25/2015. Please report te ISSS upan arrival . DO nOt Smeit dOUbIe Sided Copies With
no staples.

SCHOOL ATTESTATION

1 certify under penalty of perjury that all information provided above was entered before 1 signed this form and is true and eorrect. 1 executed this form in the United

States after review and evaluation in the United States by me or other officials of the school of the student's application, wranscripts, or other records of courses taken .

and pmfni' financial responsibility, which were received at the school prior to the execution of this form. The school has determined that the above named smdent's O I d e r |—2 O fo rl I lS: Pa ge 2 IS n Ot
ions meet all standards for admission 1o the school and the student will be required to pursue a full program of study as defined by & CFR 214.2(){6). 1 am a

desi d school official of the above namsed school and am suthorized to issue this form.

x PLACE ISSUED necessary, you may submit copies of

SIGNATURE OF: Helene Robertson, PDSO 21 Aapril 2015 Ft. Washington,MD P 1 d 3 I
STUDENT ATTESTATION ages a n O n y'
I have read and agreed to comply with the terms and conditions of my admission and these of any extension of stay. 1 cemify that all information provided on this form
refers specifically to me and is tue and correct to the best of my knowledge. [ cortify that | seek to enter or remain in the United States temporarily, and solely for the

purpose of pursuing a full program of study at the school named above. | also authorize the named school to release any information from my records needed by DHS
pursuant to % CFR 214.3(g) to determine my nonimmigrant status. Parent or guardian, and student, must sign if student is under 18,

X
SIGNATURE OF: John Doe Smith DATE
X
NAME OF PARENT OR GUARDIAN SIGNATURE ADDRESS (clity/state or province/conniry) DATE |
ICE Form 1-20 A-B (12/2016) Page1of 3 v San AI’ltOIllO

Intern :-ITiUI'lHI SGI'ViCGS
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LY e s _DATE
LTI o BAT
|'$
_DOLLARS f) mmem |
ST T
Sy "‘\' .:‘_:-‘ * SeF .
L
T

Check or money order

Payable to: U.S. Department of
Homeland Security

Amount: $410*

*Amount is subject to change. Always
check the USCIS website for the latest
information.

Money orders: make sure all the
information is filled out including your
own information (name, address, etc.)

Check/money order must be recent.
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Overview of OPT Application Process

Student gathers & submits a complete OPT request packet to the Office of
International Services (OIS). (Forms can be found at www.uthscsa.edu/0is)

OIS reviews packet. If documents are missing or additional
information is needed OIS will contact the student.
OIS Processing Time: 5 to 10 business days

Once there is a complete OPT request packet, OIS will issue a
new |-20 form with the OPT recommendation on Page 2. OIS will
notify student by e-mail when the OPT application packet and new
[-20 form are ready to be picked up at OIS.

Student will collect OPT application including new [-20 form from
OIS and mail copy of new, signed I-20 and all supporting
documents listed on checklist (Page 6 of OPT Training Guide), to
USCIS for review. OPT applications must be submitted to USCIS
within 30 days of the date new I-20 form issued by OIS.

USCIS may take 90 days to process OPT applications. When OPT
EAD (work permit) is approved, student will receive EAD. Students
are required to submit copies of EAD approval notice and EAD to
OIS




Mailing your OPT Application Packet to USCIS

Students must submit the complete OPT Application Packet to the
correct USCIS Lockbox Facility for processing and adjudication.

OIS will not submit the packet for you.

Please refer to USCIS website to determine correct USCIS Lockbox
(based on state of residence): http://www.uscis.gov/i-765-
addresses

a UT Health
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http://www.uscis.gov/i-765-addresses

After USCIS receives your case

* Receive notification via text message or e-mail

* You will receive the [-797C Notice of Action. The receipt number in this
form is the same receipt number you will receive via text message or e-
mall' @ U.S. Cltlzenshlp Fome | Espafial|ite iz %

and Immigration Search m

° You can CheCk the ey Services N

RESOURCES ABOUTUS
status of your omucmems | Wy Cooe St
« Sign-in to My Account Para tener acceso a este sitio en Espafiol, presions agui

« Sign-up for Case Updates
- - - « Check Processing Times
application via RSPl Your Current Case Status
+ e-Reguest Enter your receipt number . . . . . . . . .
. - Offce Locator I
WWW.USCIS.E0V -
u ]

Accectance Intisl  Heauest Recvestfor Testng Decision  Post

Review  for  Evidence  snd Decision QgDnmmenl
Evidence Response Interview Activity Production
Beview

- Please enter an application receipt number.

To view the status of a case, please enter the comresponding applic ation receipt

number. The 13-character application receipt number can be found on application notices
you have received from the USCIS. It begins with three letters such as (EAC, WAC, LIN, or
SRC). Dashes ("-") should be omitted when entering a receipt number. However, all other
characters, including asterisks (™), can be included if listed on your notice as part of the
receipt number.

Listed above are the possible steps an application or pefition may go through during
procsssing. Not every application or petition will spend time in each of these steps. Once
you enter your receipt number you will see the steps that will always be required for that
particular application or petition. The step in the process where your case is currently located
‘will be highlighted. Other steps will appear if your case requires that particular step.

‘You can register for automatic case status updates by email and text message by cresting an account.
To submit & service request for an inquiry for an application please click e-Request

Processing Times
1). Select a form type

Select one...

Next Reset

View national volumes and trends for &l applications
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When your petition is approved

EAD card will be sent to the address on the I-765 form.

You must send a copy of both your approval notice and EAD card to
our office as soon as you receive them: international@uthscsa.edu

You must have the EAD card in hand before working., sl
& & UT Health

San Antonio
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My OPT is approved, now what?

You are still considered in F-1 student visa status.

Report each employer name and address immediately through the SEVP

portal upon accepting a job offer so that your employment record can be

updated. OPT STEM Extension students must submit the OPT reporting

g)lrsm e\z)er){ S)IX months regardless of if there are changes (Form available on
website).

Report within the SEVP portal if you stop working for one employer or add a
new part-time employer.

Report changes of address in the SEVP portal and to OIS within 10 days of
the move.

Report an{(_changes to your name or visa status to OIS within 10 days of the
change taking place.

Cannot accrue more than 90 dags of unemployment from OPT EAD start
date. If you accrue more than 90 days of uneméoloyment, you are violating
your F-1 visa status and departure from the U.S. would be required.

F-1 SEVIS records will now auto-terminate in SEVIS after 90 days of
unemployment. This means that if there is no employment information in
your record for 90 days, your SEVIS record will be terminated and you must
depart the U.S. immediately.

San Antonio

a UT Health
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Documenting employment that is related to
your academic major

We recommend that you keep the following for your records in case
of a future audit:

A detailed listing of employment sites.

e Alist of activities and projects, specifically the number of weekly
hours of work for each work site.

e Aletter from your supervisor confirming the job is related to your
academic major if it is not clear in the job description or title.

e |n addition, for volunteer positions: detailed records of
attendance for the duration of volunteer work.

6 UT Health
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Travel During OPT (Initial OPT or STEM OPT)

While Application is Pending After Application is Approved
Traveling before program completion: You may travel abroad once your OPT is
Must re-enter the U.S. before the end date approved as long as you already have a
of your Form 1-20 and you must present a job. Re-entry to the U.S. while on OPT
valid visa stamp and passport. See F-1 requires:

Travel Information document on OIS  Documents listed on F-1 Travel
website for detailed instructions. Information document on OIS
Traveling after program completion: NOT website

RECOMMENDED. Could result in denial of * Valid F-1 visa stamp

OPT application and/or inability to re- * Valid Form |-20 with OPT

enter the U.S. recommendation on Page 3 and

with a travel validation signature
within past 6 months.

e EAD card

* Employment documentation:
letter from employer, copies of

pay stubs, etc.  _
v UT Health
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00-day grace period after OPT

You have a 60-day grace period from the end date of your OPT EAD
card.

 Work is not allowed during your grace period, but you can travel
within the U.S. and make preparations to go back home.

If you travel abroad during your grace period you cannot re-enter the
U.S. in F-1 status.

6 UT Health

San Antonio

Intern :-lrit)I'lHI Services



24-month STEM OPT Extension Eligibility
Science, Technology, Engineering, & Math

Employer must be registered in E-Verify system

* Contact your employer to find out if your workplace participates in E-Verify

* You can find information online via the USCIS E-Verify Employer Search Tool:
http://www.uscis.gov/e-verify/about-program/e-verify-employers-search-tool

Degree must be in a STEM field

» See CIP code on Page 1 of your I-20 form and compare it to this list:
https://www.ice.gov/sites/default/files/documents/Document/2016/stem-list.pdf

Must process the extension request through OIS

* OPT STEM application packet on OIS website http://uthscsa.edu/ois
* Application must be submitted to OIS no earlier than 90 days before your current
OPT expires

The Form I-983 training plan must be submitted with any OPT STEM Extension
applications to OIS. The training plan must demonstrate that employment has
training element, more akin to an internship than independent employment.

6 UT Health
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Employment during STEM OPT extension

e |If STEM OPT EAD card is filed and pending with USCIS but not
approved by expiration date of initial OPT EAD card, you may
continue working for 180 days.

e Must work for at least 20 hours for an E-Verify employer. Types of
employment allowed:

= Paid Employment

 Types of employment NOT allowed:
= Unpaid Employment (volunteers, unpaid interns)
=  Work for hire
= Self-Employed business owners

6 UT Health
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UT Health
F-1 STUDENT OFPT STEM EXTENSION GUIDE bt
F-l students on PostComgpletion OFT are aligibla for a 24-month OFT extension if they have completed 2 bachalor’s, master’s, or
doctoral degree in cestain Science, Technelesy, Enginesring or Math (STEM) fislds or who have comgpleted 2 previous degree in a STEM
field from a US. institution within the past 10 years and have complerad a new dezree at the UT Health Sciznce Center San Antonio.
Fleasz check the STEM Desienated Dezres Prosram List to detesmine if tha CIF code for your major (listed on page 1 of your F20 under
Progeam of Study) is on the list. If your major is not on this list, you may not be eligible for the STEM OFT Extension.

STEM OPT EXTENSION ELIGIBILITY:
The F1 student must:

1. Beonaperiod of standard Fost-Completion OFT.

=

Held a dagres in a field of study (indicared on the 20} which gualifiss as STEM eligible according to the official STEM

Designared Degree Program List (see above link )

s

Have a job offer that meets these requirements:
*  Employer must be enrolled in EVerify. Mot all emplovers are registered with EVerify and OIS does not have a list of
EVerify employers.
*  Job must bz a paid job, for at laast 20 hours per week.

4. Demenstrate that the job is dizectly related to the degres that qualifies for the STEM OFT extansion.

Prepare and sign the Form 1983 Training Plan and present the comglated plan o OIS, Fok more dersils regarding the 1983
Form, pleasa visit 1983 Overview, [983 Instructions, 983 Information for Students, and 1983 Information for Emplovers.

n

6. Apply before your current Pose-Completion period of OPT expires. You may apply up to 90 days before cursent OPT axpires.
USCIS must recaive your STEM extension application befors your current OFT pericd expires, and it must be sent within 60
days of the date the I-20 was issuad and signed by your OIS Advisor. It takes 50 days for USCIS to issue your EAD, but you may
continue to work for up to 180 days whils your STEM extension application is pending with USCIS.

In the final rule for the 24-month STEM Extension, the Degartment of Homeland Security (DHS) indicates that “employment theough
‘temp’ agancies, consulting firms that provide labor hirs and other relationships thar do not constitute a bona fide amploveremployes
relationship” do not gualify for the 24-month STEM OFT axtension. The STEM regulations do ot allow for self-employment.

ELIGIBILITY FOR A SECOND FERIOD OF STEM OFT AFTER HIGHER DEGREE

If you enroll in a new academic program in the U S, in the future and earn ancther qualifying STEM degree at 2 higher educational
level, you may be sligible for a second and final pericd of 24-month STEM OFT (ie., two 24-month STEM OFT axtensions may ke
permitted).

ELIGIBILITY BASED ON A FREVIOUSLY OBTAINED STEM DEGREE

If you ase cusrently in 2 degree field {or on Post-Completion OFT using char degree) that is not identified as STEM eligible but have
previcusly earned 3 STEM sligible degras from an accredived ULS. higher education institution, you may be eligible to apply for 2 STEM
OFT Extension under certain conditions. For more datails, please contact our office.

OFFICE OF INTERNATIONAL SERVICES

24 MONTH STEM EXTENSION OFT REQUEST FORM (TO BE COMPLETED BY THE INTERNATIONAL STUDENT)

Fiest Name: | |

sevs:[ ]

Last Name: | |

Current OFT EAD Expiration Date: l:l

Current US. Address:

e

Parzonal E-mail Addrecs: |

Flease list any upcoming international rravel plans dares: | |

OFT STEM EXTENSION ATTESTATION/STATEMENT OF UNDERSTANDING
Please initial to the laft of each starement to verify your understanding, and sign at the bottom.

T understand that while on STEM OFT, I am still considered to be an F -1 student and as a result, it is my sesponsibility to updare the
SEVP poreal of any changes in the information listad belows

*  Change of residential address

*  Change of phone aumber and‘or e-mail address

T understand thar it is my responsibility to update OI2 with any changes to information rezarding my employer, including:
*  End date to your previous employer
*  Final Evaluation from 1983 page 5 for pravious employer
* A new 1983 form for the new employer

T understand that [ and oy employer must seport material changes to, or deviations from, my formal teaining plan, even whan your
emplover has not changad. This requires submission of a new 1983, Marerial changes include, bur are not limitad to:

*  Anychange of the emplovers EIN number, resulting from a changs in the employers owneeship or structurs.
*  Anyreduction in student compensation that is not tied to a reduction in houss worled.
*  Any significant dacreass in hours par week that a student engages in a STEM training opportunity.

*  Changes to the loyer's com or student’s lzarning objectives as documentsd on the Form 1933,

Tunderstand that I must mail my OFT STEM Extension application to the USCIS Service Center (address provided in my packet) bazad
on my state of residence and that I am fully responsitls for timaly mailing my application:

® Mo zarlier than 30 days bafore my current PoseCompletion OFT pericd ends; AND

*  Before my current PostCompletion OFT period ends: AND

s Within 60 days of issuance of my I-20 form with STEM Extension OFT recommendation

T understand that [ must submit a copy of my STEM EAD to OIS as soon as it received.

T undesstand that I must report to OIS my STEM OFT employment every 6 months, regardless of whether there are any changes. 1
must confirm that the information [ previously reported recarding my legal name, residential or mailing address, my emgplover's name,

my employer’s address continues to be correct.

T understand that OIS must endorse my 120 form for teavel prior to my departure and that travel signarures are valid for only 6
months while on OFT.

T understand that while on the 24-month STEM OFT Extansion, [ cannot accrue more than a total of 150 days of unemployment
throughout my entire 36 months on OFT. Exceading the limitation on unsmployment results in viclation of my 1 status.

T understand that once the STEM OFT Extension is grantad, I cannot cancel it and use it latzr.

OFFICE OF INTERNATIONAL SERVICES 3 Floyd Cuel Drive | San Antoni

Wession 12,

. 2017
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DOCUMENTS THAT STUDENT NEEDS TO SUBMIT TO OIS. (TO REQUEST 120 FORM WITH OPT RECOMMENDATION)

215 Form: Comgleted 24 Month Extension OFT Reguest Form
Form L765: completed and sizned by the srudent. Fleazz indicate tha coda (2)3NC) at item 20.
Forem 1983: comglated and signed by the student and employer. Fages 6 and 7 of the 1983 do not nieed to be comgplated at
this time: Page § must be completed and sent to OIS at the 12-month anniversary of the STEM OFT start date and page 7
must be completed 2nd sent to OIS on the 24-month anniversary of the STEM OFT stast date.
Fhotos: Two passportstyle photographs that meet USCIS specifications. You must write your 194 in peneil on the back of
your photos.
Immigration documenes: Please submit copies of the following documents:
o Copy of the newest passport biozraphical page;
o Copyof F1 visa stamp or *I797C natice of action. (*Only for students who did change of status in the LS.)
o Copy of tha most recant 194 Form. If you have an electronic 194 record, please print it cut and provide it to us.
o Copyof all 20 forms that have been issued to you, including previous schools atended.
o Copy of your current unexpirsd EAD card. {front and back)
o Copy of any previous EADSs you may have ever been issued by USCIS.
Application Fee: Check or money order in the amount of $410 mads payable to US. Department of Homeland Sscurity.
A copy of your degree: Submit transcripts or copy of diploma that indicate the educational level and fisld of study.
Form G-1145: To receive Enotification of Application,/ Patition Acceptance.

DOCUMENTS THAT STUDENT NEEDS TO SUBMIT TO USCIS. (FOR OFT STEM EXTENSION EAD)

ooo

Form L765: comgpleted and sisned by the student. Flease indicate tha coda (2)3NC) at item 20.
Fhotos: Two passportstyle photographs that meet USCIS specifications. You must write your 194 in peneil on the back of
your photos.
Immigration documents: Please submit copies of the following documents:
o Copy of tha newsst passport biographical page;
a  Copyof F1 visa stamp or *I797C notice of action. (*Only for students who did change of status in the LLS.)
o Copy of the most recant 194 Form. If you have an electronic 194 record, please print it our and provide it to us.
o Copyof all 120 forms that have been issued to you, including previous schools atended.
o Copy of your current unexpirsd EAD card. {front and back)
o Copy of any previous EADSs you may have ever been issued by USCIS.
Application Fee: Check or money order in the amount of $410 made payable to U.S. Department of Homeland Security.
A copy of your degree: Submit transcripts or copy of diploma that indicate the educational level and fisld of study.
Updated [-20 Form: Copy of 120 Form issued with the DSO's Z4month STEM OFT recommendation, propesly signed by
both the D3O (OIS Inteenational Services Representative) and the studant.
Form G-1145: To recsive Enotification of Application/Patition Acceptance.

OFT STEM EXTENSION MAILING INSTRUCTIONS

Students must submit the complate STEM Extension OFT application packet to the correct USCIS Lockbox Facility for procassing and
adjudication. OIS will pot submit the STEM Extensicn OFT application packat to USCIS for you. Where to mail the application wo
depend: on the mailing address you indicate in Item 3 of the Form 1765 If your address on the T765 is in the state of Tesas, mail the
application to ons of the addreszes below. Flease review the USCIS mailing instructions to find the correct lockbox location.

USCIS Phoenix and Dallac Lockbox facilities

1If vou live in:

A]aska, Arizona, Calir’cmia, Colorado, Hawaii, Idaho,
Tlinois, Indiana, lowa, Kansas, Michizgan, Minnssota,
Missouri, Montana, Nabraska, Nevada, North Dakota,
Ohie, Oregon, South Daketa, Utah, Washingron,
Wisconsin, Wyeming, Guam, or the Northern

Marizna Islands.

Alabama, Arkanzas, Connecticut, Delaware,
Diistrict of Columbia, Flosida, Georzia,

Mail your application to:

USCIS Phoenix Lockbox:

Far ULS. Postal Service (USPE) deliveries:

UsCIS
PO Box 21151
Phoanix, A7 35036

USCIS Dallas Lockbeox
For U.S. Postal Service (USES)

For Express mail and cousrier deliveries:
UsCIS
Aten: AO3

1820 E. Slghashar Circle S

Suive 100
Fhoenix, AZ 35034

For Exprass mail and cousier deliveries:

UsCIS

Kentucky, Louisiana, Maine, Maryland, Deliveries: Attn: AQS

Massachusates, Mississippi, New Hampshire, New USCIS 2501 5. Seare Hwy. 121 Business
Jersay, Mew Mexico, Mew York, Noeth Carclina, PO Box 660867 Suite 400

Pennsylvania, Puesto Rico, Rhode Island, Scuth Dallas, T 75166 Lewisville, T 73067

Carolina, Oklahoma, Tennesses, Texas, Vermont,
Vieginia, 1.5, Viegin Ilands, or Wast Visginia

OFFICE OF INTERNATION AL SERVICES
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Employment during STEM OPT extension

An additional 60 days of unemployment is given for STEM OPT. You
are not permitted to have more than 150 days of unemployment for
the entire 36 months of OPT.

Same reporting requirements apply: change of employer, name, new
address, change of status, etc.

If you change employers after STEM OPT is approved, you are still
required to work for an E-Verify employer and you must submit a new

I-983 training plan! Make sure you confirm this before accepting a
new job.
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Summary of DHS Final Rule for STEM published in
March 2016

e OPT STEM Extension extended from 17 to 24 months

e Form |-983 training plan must be submitted with STEM Extension
applications to OIS Advisor (not submitted to USCIS)

 Employment must be paid and other restrictions on types of
employment that may be accepted

 Unemployment period extended from 30 days to 60 days on STEM
OPT

* Allowance for previous STEM degrees obtained to be used for
purposes of applying for STEM Extension as long as student is
currently on period of authorized OPT and has earned degree within
past 10 years from SEVP certified and accredited U.S. institution
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H-1B Visa and the Cap-Gap

 OPT students that have timely filed H-1B application for change of
status can receive an automatic extension of their work authorization to
gap the time between the end of the OPT EAD card and the start date of
the H-1B visa status. Please send us a copy of your H-1B receipt notice.
TRAVEL DURING THE CAP-GAP PERIOD SHOULD BE AVOIDED. Providing
intent to pursue F-1 activities can be difficult while an H-1B is pending
or approved.

e |If your employer is a higher education institution or another cap exempt
employer such as certain non-profit organizations, they will not be
subject to the H-1B “cap” and they could petition for your H-1B visa
status to start immediately after your OPT EAD card expires.

* Notify OIS immediately upon receipt of H-1B approval so that your
record is updated accordingly. You will be required to send a copy of the
Form |-797 Approval Notice.
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Questions?

Office of International Services
International@uthscsa.edu
www.uthscsa.edu/ois

210-567-6241

-
UT Health

' San Antonio

International Services
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